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LISTING OF CLAIMS 

1- {currently amended) A wear assembly for excavating equipment comprising a 
support structure, a wear member mounted on the support structure and a lock reteasably 
securing the wear member on the support structure, the support structure and the wear 
member cooperatively defining an opening for receiving the lock, the lock comprising a wedge 
having aJeadln^etK^trai^ 

and a rounde<L c ross section, the wedge tapering that taporo toward oneend the leadipggpri 
along substantially the entire tengffl. the wodgo and befng formed with a fwst helical th read 
fomretioAthat extendsa^ 

threadedly coupled to a seeendl threadformation in the openingsuch that rotation of the wedge 
moves the wedge Into the opening to tighten the lock in the opening. 

2. (currently amended) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 1 wherein the 
first helical thread form a tion on the wedge is defined by a helical groove, 

a (original) A wear assembly m accordance with claim 2 wherein the groove has a 
large pJtch so that a substantial portion of the exterior surface of the wedge exists between 
each pair of turns of the groove to provfde a bearing surface for the lock. 

4. (previously presented) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 1 further 
comprising a spool fit between the wedg* and a waft of the opening, the wedge being movable 
along the spool as the wedge is tightened in the opening. 

5. (currently amended) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 4 wherein the 
ftret helical thread formation on the wedge is defined by a helical groove, 
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6. (currently amended) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 5 wherein the 
seeen4 thread formation fn the opening is formed on the spoof as at least one projection to 
engage the groove. 

7. (currently amended) A wear assembly In accordance with claim 6 further 
including a retainer for holding the took in a tighten e d co nd ition In tho opening to resist 

8. (previously presented) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 7 wherein the 
wedge Includes a series of teeth and the retainer includes a resilientty biased detent to engage 
the teeth. 

9. (ortfgnaf) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 8 wherefn the teeth are 
formed in the groove. 

10. (orfgfnaf) A wear assembly in accordance with cla im 9 wherefn me engagement 
of the detent with the teeth permits rotation of the wedge in only one direction. 

JJL (previously presented) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 7 wherein the 
retainer is mounted on the wear member. 

12. (previously presented) A wear assembly Fn accordance with claim 7 wherein the 
retainer is mounted on the spool. 

13* (original) Awearassembly in accordance with ^ 
the wear member and the wedge engages the support structure. 

14. (original) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 4 wherein the spool has a 
generally C-shaped configuration that includes a body and a pair of arms. 
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15. (original) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 4 further including an Insert 
that engages the wedge opposite the spool 

16. (currently amended) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 4 wherein the 
fite* hglj^l thread on the wedge format ter* fee hellcat ridge aind the gocockJ th read formation in 
ttogPRfflffliPg is a groove structure. 

17. (origfnat) Awearassembly fnaccorctancewlthctetm 16 further rncludSngan Insert 
that engages the wedge opposite the spool. 

18. (original) A wear assembly fr> accordance with claim IT wherein the rnsert 
includes a groove structure to receive the helical ridge, 

19. (original) A wear assembly in accordance with cfafm 4 wherein the spool is 
integrally formed with the wear member. 

20. (original) A wear assembly in accordance with cTaim 19 wherein the spool and 
the wear member are cast as a one-piece member. 

23L (origfnat) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 4 further including a cradle 
to contact the wedge along a side opposite the spool, the cradle having a front surface that Is 
curved generally about a transverse axfe to better accommodate shifting of the vertical 
orientation of the lock during use. 

22. (original) A wear assembly fn accordance with cfafm 21 farther comprising an 
Insert between the front of the opening and the cradle, the insert having a rear surface that 
complements the front surface of the cradle. 
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23. (original) A wear assembly In accordance with claim 21 wherein the front face of 
the cradle includes a curved concave surface generally about the transverse axis. 

24 P (withdrawn) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 21 wberetn the front face 
of the cradte incliudes a curved convex surface about the transverse axis. 

25. (withdrawn) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 21 wherein the front face 
of the cradte has curved portfons that are offset relative to each other. 

26. (original) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 1 wherein the wear member 
Is a point and the support structure fs an adapter that attach together to form an excavating 
tooth. 

27. (original) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 1 wherein the wear member 
is an adapter and the support structure is a Hp of ar> excavating bucket. 

28* (currently amended) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 1 further 
including a retainer for holding tho took in a tightened condition in tho open i ng touresfet 

29. (currently amended) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 1 wherein the 
ftist hefeai thread on the wedge formation fe a tapping thread. 

30. (previously presented) A wear assembly in accordance wfth claim 1 further 
comprising means for effecting shifting of the vertfcaF orientation of the wedge as the wear 
member shifts on the support structure. 

33L (original) A wear assembly fn accordance with ctefm 3L further incrudfng a cradle 
to contact the wedge along a front side thereof, the cradle havinga front surface that is curved 
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generally about a transverse axis to better accommodate shifting of the vertical orientation of 
the lock during use. 

32. (original) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 31 further comprising an 
insert between the front of openFng and the cradle, the insert having a rear surface that 
complements the front surface of the cradle. 

33^ (original) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 31 wherein the frontface of 
the cradle includes a curved concave surface generally about the transverse axis. 

34. (wfthdtawn) A wear assembly in accordance wfth cfa im 31 wherein the front face 
of the cradle includes a curved convex surface generally about the transverse axis. 

35. (withdrawn) A wear assembly f n accordance with cfairn 31 wherein the front face 
of the cradle has curved portions that are offset relative to each other. 

36. (previously presented) A wear assembly for excavating equipment comprising a 
support structure, a wear member having a front working portion and a rear portion configured 
to mount on the support structure, and a lock refeasabty securing the wear member on the 
support structure, the support structure and the wear member cooperatively defining an 
openmg for receiVingthe lock, the lock comprising a wed©> that tapers toward one end a nd is 
mova ble Into the opening to tighten the lock in the opening, and a cradtefrt between the wedge 
and the ftont of the opening, the cradte ftavfng a curved front surface generally about a 
transverse axis to fit against a complementary surface in the opening to effect shifting of the 
vertical orientatfen of the wedge- as the wear member shifts longitudinally on the support 
structure during use. 
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37. (original) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 36 further comprising an 
insert between the front of the opening, and the cradle, the fnsert having a rear surface that 
complements the front surface of the cradle, 

38. (original) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 36 wherefn the fnontface of 
the cradle includes a curved concave surface generally about the transverse axis. 

39. (withdrawn) A wear assembly in accordance wfth cfahm 36 wherefn the front face 
of the cradle includes a curved convex surface generally about the transverse axis. 

40w (withd rawn) A wear assembly fn accordan ce with clafm 36 wherein the front face 
of the cradle has curved portions that are offset relative to each other. 
CfaifDS 41-52 (cancel fed). 

53. (currently amended) A method of attaching a wear member to a support 
structure for use with excavating equipment comprising 

placing the wear member on the support structure such that formations in the wear 
member and the support structure cooperatively define an opening. 

inserting a wedge that is tapered toward ono end oner hoc a first th rood formation into 
the opening having a teaffing en* a trafllnfrend^a te n^th extending between the teadrng and 
trailing ends, and a rounded cross section, the wedge tapering toward the leading end along 
^tifastarttiallv the entire tength. and bemgformed wfth 3 hettcal thregti tfrat exte^gxtafogteflg 

an exterior surface .gfjbBJKSdgS k 

threadedtvcoemlTngthe helfcaf thread to such thottho fl ps t thread formation throocfod l y 

e ngages a se cond thread formation in the opening, and 
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rotating the wedge when f n the opening to drive the wedge further into the opening to 
tightly retain the wear member on the support structure, 

54. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 53 further comprising 
inserting a spool into the opening, the spool havingthe seeoftd thread formation tn the opening 
to threadedly engage the wedge. 

55. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 54 further including a 
retainer to see uro the wedge i n a tightened oo ndfttoR resist loosening of the wedge, 

56. (currently amended) A method f n accordance with cfcaim 53 further includ lag a 
retainer to GOcuro tho wodgo i n q tightened oondition resist loosening of the wedge. 

57. (previously presented) A wear assembly in accordance with claf m 36 wherein the 
wear member is an adapter and the support structure Is a lip of an excavating bucket. 

58. (previously presented) A method fn accordance with claim 53 wherein the wear 
member is a point and the support structure is an adapter that attach together to form an 
excavating tooth. 

59. (previously presented) A method in accordance with claim 53 wherein the wear 
member an adapter and the support structure is a Hp of an excavating bucket 

60. (previously presented) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 4 wherein the 
$poo« includes a retainer for resisting loosening of th» wedge fn the opening, 

61- (currently amended) A *ew wear assembly in accordance with claim 60 wherein 
the spoof has a generally Oshaped confrguratfon that includes a body and a pair of arms. 
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62. (previously presented) A wear assembly in accordance with claim 61 wherein the 
arms each includean inner edge that faces toward the other arm, and wherelnthe inner edges 
diverge from each other as they extend away from the body. 
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